CHAPTEE XXVIH
STREET FURNITURE
the question of providing suitable equipments on the highway for
the convenience of road-users is of continuous interest. The present-
day trend is to secure uniformity m traffic signs and uniformity in
the service rendered to the public.
Traffic signs concerning direction and warning signs must conform
to the standards of the Ministry of Transport; later, these signs will
conform to international standards.
*Ml signs should be sited about 18 in, behind the kerb-line to ensure
easy visibility.
Signals are increasingly becoming controlled by traffic; these
should be placed in the appropriate positions and in accordance with
the conditions laid down by the Departmental Committee.
Street Names; Signs.
It is the duty of every Local Authority to provide for every street
name-plates in a conspicuous position; frequently these are fixed
on buildings at a high level, and this is not suitable for busy town
streets.
A lower level of sign will enable the motorist to observe it by head-
lights in periods of darkness. The Author has used a reinforced-
concrete sign with sunk letters, mounted on a reinforced-concrete
frame (Fig. 166), which gives an ample bearing on its foundation,
and which cannot easily be lifted out of the ground.
" House Numbers " should be placed in a position which can be
seen readily from the road; • numbers cast into concrete gate-posts
or in panels low on walls are useful in this respect.
Quard-raik.
These fall into two categories—viz, (1) to control and separate
pedestrians from the roadway in busy streets and at busy junctions;
and (2) to act as a safety measure for traffic at points of extreme
danger.
1. Guard-rails for pedestrians have proved invaluable in keeping
roadways clear where some over-spill from the pavement would
otherwise occur. They are usually fixed about 18 in. behind
the kerb, and are built of tubes with or without mesh to fill in
the panels; the top rail is about 3 ft. 6 in. high. Openings at
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